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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
January 28, 2015
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 28, 2015, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary (via telephone)
Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Christopher M. Clair, Consumer Member 

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member 
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member 
Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member 
Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:

Michael Raine, Assistant Attorney General
Call to Order
Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Recognition of Board Member Christopher Clair

The Board presented Board Member Clair with a plaque in recognition of his three years on the Board.
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
No conflicts were filed.
Discussion and Approval of Minutes

Board Member ​​​Bronson moved the adoption of the December 17, 2014 regular board meeting minutes with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 9-0. 
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Clair
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote
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	X
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	Aye
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	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Professional Business

Discussion of Procedures for Election of 2015 Board Officers

The Board reviewed the procedures used for the election of board officers.

Election of Board Chairperson pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3902(D)

Board Member Jacques nominated Board Member John Rhodes for Chairman.  The Board elected Board Member Rhodes to serve as Chairman for 2015.  Chairman Rhodes thanked the Board for its continued support.
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Clair
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote
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	Aye
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	Absent


Election of Board Secretary pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3902(D) 

Board Member Bronson nominated Board Member Teresa Buechel for Secretary.  The Board elected Board Member Buechel to serve as Secretary for 2015.  Secretary Buechel also thanked the Board.
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Clair
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote
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	Aye
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	Recused
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	Absent


Review and Adoption of 2015 Fees pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3927

The Board, as part of the new board member training requirement, was provided an overview of how the fees are determined.  In addition, Executive Director Gonzalez explained how the fees are collected and used in the operations of the Board and office.
Executive Director shared information on the 90/10 structure utilized by the state whereby the agency/board retains 90% of the fees and the remaining 10% is deposited in the state general fund.

Board Member Seitz moved for the adoption of the 2015 Fees with Board Member Jacques providing a second. The motion carried by a vote of: 8 ayes and 1 member abstained. 
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Clair
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote
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	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay
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	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Executive Order 2015-01 Internal Review of Administrative Rules; Moratorium to Promote Job Creation and Customer-Service-Oriented Agencies—Information Only

The Board reviewed the contents of Executive Order 2015-01 as issued by Governor Douglas A. Ducey.  This order places a moratorium on rule making until December 31, 2015.  A board/agency may request an exemption from the moratorium, but the exemption must be submitted for review and action by the Office of the Governor.

No action was taken on this agenda item.

Receipt of Mandatory Reporting Requirement per A.R.S. §32-3208—Jose Montoya, L.AC.

The Board agreed to accept the report as submitted by Jose Montoya, L.AC.

Complaints/Investigations

Report on Complaint #2014-23 RuQing Xie (Unlicensed to Practice)—Information Only
Assistant Attorney General Michael Raine provided the Board with an update on this matter.  The matter will be heard on January 30, 2015 in Maricopa County Superior Court.  The purpose of this hearing is to seek an injunction that will instruct Mr. Xie to cease practicing acupuncture since he is not a licensed acupuncturist per Arizona state laws.

 Assistant Attorney General Michael Raine shared his thoughts on his presentation before the court to include a proposal of potential fines (daily penalty) if Mr. Xie does not comply with the court order.
No action was taken on this agenda item.
The Board, as part of the new board member training requirement, was provided an explanation of the license application process by Executive Director Gonzalez.  The Board was presented information on the Clean Needle Technique course and the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM) examinations as required for state licensure.

Applications for Licensure (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 9-0. 
Daniel A. Clark
Sheila Diente

Karin A. Singer

Emily O. Rea

Janis Schreiber

Brittany M. Onken

Charlene F. Hagner

Frances E. Towle

Ashlee A. Halsell

Lorkhen Tsay-Hunt

Margaret Andrews

	Bronson
	Buechel
	Clair
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote
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	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Applications for Licensure (with self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Seitz moved for the approval of the applicant for licensure listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 9-0. 
Stephani H. Sarnoski
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Clair
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
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	X
	X
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	Aye
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	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Executive Director Report

License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 560

Expired Licenses: 11

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 36

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for February and March 2015 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the month of December 2014 were sent.

· Prepared and submitted the Biennial Principal/Public Body Registration for 2015-2016 to the Secretary of State’s office. 

· Prepared and submitted the Annual Report of Lobbying Expenditures for 2014 to the Secretary of State’s office.

· Prepared and submitted the Lobbyist Quarterly Expenditure report for the fourth quarter of 2014 to the Secretary of State’s office.

Budget

Governor Ducey released his budget recommendations for FY 2016 (July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016).  

The attached copy of the recommendations is found at this time.  The budget recommends a one-time increase of $3,000 for rulemaking.  These dollars will be used to develop rules to implement the finger print requirement for licensure effective July 1, 2016.

Fortunately, the monies found in the Board fund will not be swept in order to address the state budget crisis. 

Rules

Arrangements have been made with the Board contract-rule writer to begin for the preparation of the agency’s five year report.  In addition, receiving an interpretation of the Governor’s Moratorium on rulemaking is being sought.

Future Meeting Dates

February 25, 2015


March 25, 2015

Call to the Public

No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

· Rulemaking
Adjournment

Board Member Bronson moved for adjournment and Board Member Seitz provided a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 9-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:46 p.m.
	Bronson
	Buechel
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: February 25, 2015
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