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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
October 22, 2014
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 22, 2014, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary (via telephone)

Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member 
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member
Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member 
Board Members Absent:

Christopher M. Clair, Consumer Member 

Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:

Jeanne Galvin, Assistant Attorney General 
Call to Order
Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
No conflicts of interest were filed.
Discussion and Approval of Minutes

Board Member ​​​Bronson moved the adoption of the September 24, 2014 regular board meeting minutes with Board Member Seitz providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Administrative Inquiry

The Board heard from Jonathan Lindsey representing the Phoenix Institute of Herbal Medicine and Acupuncture (PIHMA) regarding questions of student clinic training procedures.  These questions arose as a result of a complaint filed with the Board whereby it was alleged that a student was told, by PIHMA, that needling patients outside the school premises was acceptable.

A letter from Catherine Niemiec, PIHMA President, states the institution has collected affidavits from all of the student’s practicum teachers—Materials & Methods, Practicum 1, Practicum 2, and Acupuncture Microsystems.  All the instructors verified they never indicated that it was appropriate to needle outside of class or clinic.

In addition, a survey of students on this issue revealed the students were aware that such needling is not permitted.  The results of the survey were not consistent.
Mr. Lindsey reviewed PIHMA’s Student Handbook which includes the PIHMA policies and the Student Code of Conduct, item #10, “Following all laws regarding the practice of acupuncture and Oriental medicine including refraining from the independent, unlicensed practice of acupuncture.”
Board Member Seitz suggested that PIHMA review their process and make the appropriate changes so students and faculty members are fully aware and in compliance of the relevant policies.

Board Member Sandoval asked if student logs were signed off by clinic supervisors and Mr. Lindsey was not sure, but would look into the issue and report at a future board meeting.

The Board asked that representatives from PIHMA prepare and present additional information on student policies at the next board meeting.
Complaint #2014-28 (Unlicensed to Practice): Ashley Balley

Executive Director Gonzalez presented the Board with a draft letter that stipulates that Ms. Balley discontinue providing acupuncture treatments immediately. 
Ms. Balley indicated she would sign the letter as presented.
Board Member ​​​Jacques moved to adopt the letter and have Ms. Balley sign the letter with Board Member Seitz providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Complaint #2014-23 (Unlicensed to Practice): RuQing Xie

Executive Director Gonzalez informed the Board about the office receiving a brochure advertising AZ Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine as operated by a Dr. RuQing Xie.  
On October 5, 2014, Executive Director drove to the address listed on the brochures and picked up some brochures to share with the Board at the October 22, 2014 board meeting.  The signage found at the AZ Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine office located at 2401 N. Hayden Rd., Ste. 108 in Scottsdale indicates the office is being used for acupuncture services as advertised in the brochures.  The brochures include offers for at home acupuncture treatments.

Board Member ​​​Seitz moved to forward this complaint to Maricopa Superior Court to enter an injunction. Board Member Jolley provided a second on the motion.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Applications for Licensure (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
Marianne Sage
Timothy H. Iliff

Andrew B. Kim

Sherry C. Tackett

Theresa J. Alvillar
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Other Applications/Requests – Continuing Education
“P3 Workshop-Posture, Pain and Performance” provided by Egoscue Phoenix for 6 hours on October 18, 2014 and quarterly beginning 2015 in Phoenix, Arizona.
The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Seitz moved for approval of the application with Board Member Jolley providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.
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“Daoist Philosophies and Movement with Zhou Xuan Yun” for 18 hours on October 24-26, 2014 in Sedona, Arizona.
The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Jolley moved for approval of the application with Board Member Sandoval providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.
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Professional Business

Report regarding compliance reports as outlined in Consent Agreement with Aeimee Diaz, L.AC. (August, September, October)
Ms. Diaz shared her positive thoughts regarding the treatment sessions and will complete her treatments in December 2014.
The Board reviewed the compliance reports and Board Member Seitz moved for the acceptance of the compliance reports with Board Member Bronson providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Executive Director Report

License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 564

Expired Licenses: 10

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 32

Board Office Information/Activities:  

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for November and December 2014 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the months of August and September 2014 were sent.

· Prepared and provided the four reports to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC):  filled Full-time Equivalent (FTE) Positions, FTE Positions required for rule implementation, and electronic transactions, and travel and relocation reimbursements.

· Will provide free continuing education:  Understanding Acupuncture Regulation and Legislation at the AzSOMA fall conference on October 25, 2014.

· Attended and spoke at the September 13, 2014 Phoenix Institute of Herbal Medicine and Acupuncture graduation ceremony.

· Prepared and submitted Lobbyist 3rd Quarter Report to the Secretary of State’s office. 

Future Meeting Dates

November 19, 2014 (Teleconference meeting)

December 17, 2014
Call to the Public

No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda


--Report from the Phoenix Institute of Herbal Medicine and Acupuncture
Adjournment

Board Member Bronson moved for adjournment and Board Member Sandoval provided a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:20 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: December 17, 2014
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