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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
October 26, 2016
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona via telephone.
Board Members Present: 
Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 
Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary 
Mario Fontes, L.AC., Professional Member 
Mindy Hayden, L.AC., Professional Member 
Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member 
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member 
Pauline Villa, Consumer Member 
Board Members Absent:
Vacant, Consumer Member
Administrative Staff:  Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:  Frankie Shinn-Eckberg, Assistant Attorney General
Call to Order
Chairman Seitz called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest – A.R.S. §38-503
Board Member Jacques filed a conflict of interest on Agenda Item 8 (A) re: Tutsie Silapalikitporn, L.AC.
Discussion and Approval of Board Meeting Minutes

August 24, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes

Board Member Jacques moved the adoption of the August 24, 2016 regular board meeting minutes with Board Member Montoya providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


August 24, 2016 Executive Session Minutes

Board Member Montoya moved the adoption of the August 24, 2016 executive session minutes as with Board Member Villa providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 6-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	Recused

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


September 28, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes

Board Member Sandoval moved the adoption of the September 28, 2016 regular board meeting minutes with Board Member Montoya providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Complaints
Complaint #2016-06 re: Sing-Tak “Peter” Chow, L.AC.

The complainant was referred to as N.P.  Ms. N.P. explained her complaint was filed because she was looking for a naturopathic doctor and contacted Mr. Peter Chow.  Ms. N.P. stated Mr. Chow said he was a naturopathic doctor.  The complaint was filed because N.P. found out that Mr. Chow was not a “real” doctor.

Assistant Attorney General Frankie Shinn-Eckberg stated the Board may refer the issue of Mr. Chow allegedly presenting himself as a naturopathic doctor to the State of Arizona Naturopathic Physicians Medical Board.
Chairman Seitz asked Mr. Chow if he is licensed physician anywhere.  Mr. Chow responded he is not a licensed physician.  Mr. Chow was asked if he has ever referred to himself as doctor.  Mr. Chow responded that he has not called himself by the title of doctor.
The Board listened to a phone message left on Ms. N.P.’s phone whereby Mr. Chow introduces himself as Dr. Chow to Ms. N.P.

Ms. N.P. was asked if Mr. Chow had presented himself as a doctor in her presence and she responded he did not.

The Board held a discussion on the difference between natural medicine and naturopathic medicine as performed by a medical doctor.

Assistant Attorney General Frankie Shinn-Eckberg explained how content on YELP is managed by the creator of the account.  Mr. Chow asked someone to create this website, but he personally did not put the content which presented Mr. Chow as Dr. Chow.

Board Secretary Sandoval moved to enter into executive session in order to receive legal advice at 1:20 p.m. with Board Member Hayden providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 

	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


The Board returned to regular session at 1:29 p.m.

Ms. N.P. spoke to a number of websites that listed Mr. Chow as a doctor.  

Board Member Fontes asked Mr. Chow if he has used the title of doctor and Mr. Chow stated he did not.  Board Member Fontes reminded Mr. Chow of the phone message with Ms. N.P. where he identified himself as Dr. Chow.

Mr. Chow indicated he is making an effort to correct any web sites that list him as a doctor. He reaffirmed his commitment to make the changes to avoid future confusion with the public.

Board Member Sandoval reminded Mr. Chow to correct any patient/individual that addresses him as doctor so there is no further misunderstanding.

Board Member Jacques moved to issue a letter of concern with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by the roll call vote of: 7-1. This letter of concern will explain the use of the title of doctor or physician is to not be used by Mr. Chow and any further use of this title could result in disciplinary action.
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Complaint #2015-01 re: Frederick Ehmann, L.AC.
Board Secretary Jolley moved to enter into executive session in order to receive legal advice at 1:44 p.m. with Board Member Villa providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 

	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


The Board returned to regular session at 1:54 p.m.

The Board asked Mr. Ehmann if he intends to return to the state and practice acupuncture.  Mr. Ehmann stated the possibility of returning to the state remains an option, but not sure when he would return.  Mr. Ehmann was reminded, by the Board, that he would need to reapply for an acupuncture license and meet the statutory requirements at the time of application.
Board Member Jolley moved to dismiss Complaint #2015-01 with Board Member Villa providing a second.  The motion was approved by a roll call vote of: 7-1.
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
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	Aye
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	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Program Approval 

University of Technology Sydney (UTS)
Mr. Alexander Tan, a graduate from the University of Technology Sydney, Australia submitted the information required for board approval per board rules R4-8-403, R4-8-404, and R4-8-405.  The Board reviewed the information required by state law to gain board-approval of the program.
Mr. Tan presented a packet prepared for the Board regarding the UTS program with included a course catalog, review and approval by the NCCAOM and other associated program materials.  Mr. Tan addressed questions posed by the Board on UTS coursework and clinic studies.  In addition, Mr. Tan has completed additional hours at the Phoenix Institute of Herbal Medicine and Acupuncture in preparation for the NCCAOM board examinations.

Board Member Jolley moved to approve the University of Technology Sydney program of acupuncture with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Board Member Fontes left the meeting at 2:11 p.m.
Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Applications for Licensure

The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Montoya moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Hayden providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote
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	X
	X
	X
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	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Saja Lynn

Sarah Mowdy

Jennifer L. Roseman
Nan Li

Alexander K. Tan
Sharon E. Viernes
Kirsten D. Jacob

The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Hayden moved for the approval of applicant Lin Yan for licensure listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 

The Board discussed the applicant’s fingerprint report as it reflected a previous charge of aggravated assault in 1999.  The applicant provided the Board with a written explanation of the incident and responded to questions posed by the Board.  The applicant is currently licensed by the California Acupuncture Board and listed in good standing.
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote
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	X
	X
	X
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	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Lin Yan
Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Applications for Auricular Acupuncture Certificate 
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Jacques moved for the approval of the applicants for auricular acupuncture certificates listed below with Board Member Hayden providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	X
	X
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	X
	X
	Aye
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	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained
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	Absent


Jacquelaine D. Brennan

Rochel Murnighan

Consent Agenda for Review, Discussion, and Possible Action by the Board on Ratification of Renewal of Licenses/Certificates Issued by the Executive Director to Individuals Who Met Requirements for Renewal
A. Acupuncture Licenses:

Seva Khalsa, L.AC.

Jane Burgess, L.AC.

Helen Cooner, L.AC.

Steven Cooner, L.AC.

Joyce Wong, L.AC. 

Jessica Mann, L.AC.





Damon Sage, L.AC.





Candice Thomas, L.AC.





Harris Weberman, L.AC.





Susan Wagner, L.AC.





Sonja White, L.AC.





April Radbill, L.AC.





Jong Chan Song, L.AC.





Crystal Maylone, L.AC.





Elizabeth Hachenberg, L.AC.





James Moore, L.AC.








Reginald Stout, L.AC.





Julie Marie Peterson, L.AC.







Yang Ming Chen, L.AC.





Ahna Bridenbaugh, L.AC.





Raymond Hauer, L.AC.





Sarah Hauer, L.AC.





Whitney Morgan, L.AC.





Lauren Phillips, L.AC.





Susanti Cai, L.AC.





Qing Liu, L.AC.





Jacqueline Harte, L.AC.






Jean Rose, L.AC.





Annie Meigs, L.AC.





Allen Jackson, L.AC.





Gurdarshan Khalsa, L.AC.





Dewey Sparger, L.AC.





Theresa Alvillar, L.AC.





Richard Delaney, L.AC.





Rebecca Burrous, L.AC.





Joyce Drena, L.AC.





Tutsie Silapalikitporn, L.AC.






Chui-An Chang, L.AC.





Judy Zobel, L.AC.





Cary Fontes, L.AC.

The Board reviewed the consent agenda of acupuncture license renewals and Board Member Montoya moved to ratify the list of acupuncture license renewals with Board Member Villa providing a second.  The motion was approved by the vote of: 6 ayes and 1 recusal.  Board Member Jacques recused on licensee Tutsie Silapalikiporn. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	
	X
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	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


B. Auricular Acupuncture Certificates:





Natividad Cano

The Board reviewed the consent agenda of auricular acupuncture certificate renewals and Board Member Montoya moved to ratify the list of auricular acupuncture certificate renewals with Board Member Hayden providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 

	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Board’s Performance Audit and Sunset Review Report

The Board reviewed the report published by the Arizona Auditor General and will begin to address the findings and recommendations found in the report.

Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Executive Director Report
License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 598
Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 35

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for December 2016 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the month of September 2016 were sent.
· Attended the Healthcare Regulatory Boards Executive Director’s meeting on October 11, 2016.  The meeting was attended by Senator Nancy Barto and Representative Heather Carter who are the respective chairs of the Arizona Senate and Arizona House of Representatives Health committees.
· Coordinating with the Federation of Associations of Regulatory Boards (FARB) regarding the board member training session to be conducted on December 13, 2016 in Phoenix.
· Interviewed by Arizona Daily Star newspaper (Tucson) regarding the Board’s audit report.
· Continuing to work with the Arizona Department of Public Safety on implementing the fingerprint requirement for licensure.
· Developing a schedule to begin the process of addressing the findings and recommendation presented by the Office of the Auditor General.
Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Future Meeting Dates
November 16, 2016 
December 21, 2016

Call to the Public


No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

--Board Member Jolley requested that a discussion regarding A.R.S. §32-3208 be scheduled at a future meeting.
Adjournment

Board Member Hayden moved for adjournment and Board Member Sandoval provided a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:49 p.m.
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	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
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	Vote
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	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay
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	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: November 16, 2016
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