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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
March 23, 2016
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
(Teleconference Meeting)

Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 23, 2016, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona and via teleconference.
Board Members Present: 
Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman (via telephone)
Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary (via telephone)
Mario Fontes, L.AC., Professional Member

Mindy Hayden, L.AC., Professional Member (via telephone)

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member (via telephone)
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member (via telephone)
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Pauline Villa, Consumer Member (via telephone)
Board Members Absent:
Vacant, Consumer Member
Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:
Seth T. Hargraves, Assistant Attorney General 
Call to Order
Chairman Seitz called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Introduction of Newly-Appointed Board Members
Board Members Mario Fontes, Mindy Hayden, and Pauline Villa introduced themselves to the Board.
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
No conflicts were filed.

Discussion and Approval of Minutes

Board Member Jacques​​ moved the adoption of the February 24, 2016 regular board meeting minutes as amended with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 5-0. 
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Board Member ​​Jolley moved the adoption of the February 24, 2016 executive session minutes with Board Member Jacques providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 5-0. 
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Legislation

Senate Bill 1105: acupuncture board; licensure; qualifications. 

Executive Director Gonzalez provided the following explanation of this proposed legislation. The bill amends Board statutes pertaining to fingerprinting requirements for licensure.  

SB 1105 was introduced to change legislation language regarding the fingerprint requirement for licensure.  The term “relicensure” is not defined in state law and the rule writers questioned whether the term meant renewal of licensees.  To avoid any further confusion, the bill removes the term “relicensure”, and the fingerprint requirement will only apply to initial applicants for an acupuncture license beginning on July 1, 2016.
The bill has been approved by the House Health Committee and awaits final vote by the House.
House Bill 2501: health regulatory boards; transfer; DHS

This bill proposes to move health regulatory boards, including this Board, under the Arizona Department of Health Services over the next four years.  

Executive Director Gonzalez reported this bill has been held by the sponsor.  It appears the bill is dead for this legislative session.

No action was taken on HB 2501.

Review, Discussion, and Possible Action Regarding Allegations of Unprofessional Conduct regarding Sally Van Snepson-Barnett, L.AC. #0778
Executive Director Gonzalez provided the following information regarding this agenda item.
The Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners received information on action taken by the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants regarding Ms. Sally Van Snepson Barnett.   

Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett’s Physician Assistant license (#5181) was Inactivated with Cause by the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants on September 22, 2015.

Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett submitted an acupuncture license application to the 

Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners on May 25, 2011.  Included with the application were the attached materials regarding a self-disclosure by Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett of a January 2003 arrest in the State of Maine for OUI (Operating under the Influence).
The Board reviewed and approved Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett’s acupuncture license application on June 22, 2011.  She was issued license number #0778 and her license has been renewed in subsequent years.

Board Member Jacques moved to enter into executive session to receive legal advice on Agenda Item 6 item at 1:19 p.m. with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.   
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             The Board returned to regular session at 1:25 p.m.

The Board discussed the potential violations committed by Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett given the review of Order of the Physician Assistant Board.
Board Member Jolley motioned to open a complaint against Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett per A.A.C. 601 (A) with a second by Board Member Sandoval.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.   
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The Board took a brief recess and asked Executive Director Gonzalez to contact Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett, by phone, at this time.  Efforts to connect with Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett were unsuccessful.

Board Member Jacques moved to send the complaint to Ms. Van Snepson-Barnett for a response in accordance with A.A.C. R4-8-602, and offer, and accept if signed, a consent for voluntary suspension, noting unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. 32-3901 (4)(c), (l) and (m), with the terms of suspension to be consistent with the September 22, 2015 Order of the Physician Assistant Board, and until such time as she presents evidence, satisfactory to the Board, in its sole discretion, that she is medically competent and mentally and physically able to safely practice acupuncture.  If the consent agreement is not accepted by March 30, 2016, the Board will schedule a special meeting to consider summary suspension of the license.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Villa.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.   A roll call vote was taken.
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Applications for Licensure

The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Montoya moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
Fernanda B. Durlene
Julie Predki-Weber

Sharon E. Allison

Anna Lunaria
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Executive Director Report
License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 595
Expired Licenses: 13

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 39

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for May 2016 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the month of February 2016 were sent.
· Attended the 90/10 Executive Directors meeting on March 8, 2016.
· On March 15, 2016 attended a meeting with Representative Heather Carter, representatives from the Governor’s office, representatives from the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), and the Arizona Department of Administration to discuss the implementation of HB 2501—transfer of the office to the ADHS.
Rules

· Working with the Board rule writer to complete the rulemaking to implement the fingerprint requirement for licensure beginning July 1, 2016.
Performance Audit 

· The Office of the Auditor General continues with the performance audit of the Board.  This audit is conducted as part of the sunset review process outlined in state law.
Executive Order 2016-03

· Governor Douglas A. Ducey has issued this Executive Order pertaining to a moratorium on rulemaking that is effect until December 31, 2016.  A copy of this Executive Order is attached.
Future Meeting Dates
Board Member Jacques moved to have the April 27, 2016 board meeting in Phoenix, instead of Tucson due to activities at the capitol, with Board Member Villa providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.
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April 27, 2016 
May 25, 2016

Call to the Public


No requests to address the Board at this time.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

--Complaint(s)
--Legislation
--Acu-detox discussion

Adjournment

Before the motion to adjourn, Chairman Seitz and the Board expressed their thanks to Seth Hargraves for his contribution/assistance to the Board as he leaves due to his reassignment to another Board.

Board Member Jolley moved for adjournment and Board Member Jacques  provided a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:03 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: April 27, 2016
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