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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
March 25, 2015
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary 
Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member 
Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member 
Board Members Absent:
Vacancy—Consumer Member

Administrative Staff:

Margaret Whelan, Interim Executive Director

Attorney General Representative: Michael Raine, Assistant Attorney General
Call to Order
Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
Board Members Bronson and Rhodes filed conflicts of interest on Agenda Item 7 (A) Application for Licensure (with self-disclosures)—Joseph H. Garner.
Discussion and Approval of Minutes

Board Member ​​Seitz moved the adoption of the February 25, 2015 regular board meeting minutes with Board Member Bronson providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 6-0. 
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
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	Vote
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Consideration of Request for Approval of Acupuncture Program


Pacific Rim College, Victoria, British Columbia
Ms. Erin Hill, a graduate from the Pacific Rim College, Victoria, British Columbia submitted the information required for board approval per board rules R4-8-403, R4-8-404, and R4-8-405.  The Board reviewed the information required by state law to gain board-approval of program.
Ms. Hill, via telephone, addressed questions posed by the Board.  Jeff Felton, a representative from the Pacific Rim College, provided information regarding the school’s program of study to include pharmacology.

Board Member ​​Seitz moved to approve the Pacific Rim College acupuncture program only with the course of study associated with the doctorate of Traditional Chinese Medicine program with Board Member Buechel providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
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Complaints/Investigations

The Board reviewed the allegations found in this anonymous complaint.  The submitted materials provided are vague and with little or no documentation to support the allegations.  After some discussion, the Board determined this complaint should be referred to other state entities for investigation.
Board Member Seitz moved to refer this matter to the Arizona Board of Chiropractic Examiners, Arizona Department of Insurance and the Attorney General’s office of Consumer Affairs with Board Member Buechel providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
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Applications for Licensure (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Buechel providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
Taylor C. Watson
Maureen Donohoue Howell

Karla Sourasky Olmos

Mojgan Rezaei

Melissa K. Andrews

Sandra H. Ushman

	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
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Applications for Licensure (with self-disclosures)


Board Secretary Buechel assumed the Chair due to conflict of interest recorded by Chairman Rhodes.

Joseph H. Garner

Board Secretary Buechel moved to enter into executive session in order to receive legal advice at 1:34 p.m. with Board Member Seitz providing a second.  The motion was approved by a vote: 6-0. 
	Bronson
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The Board returned to regular session at 1:46 p.m.

The Board reviewed the information provided by Mr. Garner regarding his DUI conviction in 2013.  Mr. Garner explained what he has been doing since the conviction and is ready to resume his career in the acupuncture community.

Board Members asked Mr. Garner if his life has improved after the DUI conviction and the counseling afterwards.  Mr. Garner stated he is doing better with the support of friends and others.

The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Jacques moved for the approval of the applicant for licensure listed below with Board Member Jolley providing a second.  The motion failed by a vote of: 2-4.
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After some additional discussion on how to proceed, Board Member Seitz moved to enter into executive session in order to receive legal advice at 2:04 p.m. with Board Member Buechel providing a second.  The motion was approved by a vote of: 6-0. 
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	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote
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            The Board returned to regular session at 2:14 p.m.

The Board discussed some potential stipulations in order to issue a license to Mr. Garner.
Board Member Jolley moved to approve the license with a consent agreement, have continuing education certificates from 2012 and 2013 submitted within thirty days of the order and additional continuing education six month probation with Board Member Seitz providing a second.  
Board Member Seitz presented the following thoughts on how to proceed: grant a license under consent agreement, practice restrictions of acupuncture until Mr. Garner can present documentation of the last 30 hours of continuing education taken and require additional 15 continuing education hours before the license is issued.
The Board asked Mr. Garner to explain what sort of activities/conditions he is required to accomplish as a result of his DUI conviction.  In addition, Mr. Garner stated he has received counseling services to assist him.

Board Members Buechel and Sandoval would like to see Mr. Garner complete additional continuing education so he doesn’t let his license lapse again.  Board Members Buechel and Sandoval want Mr. Garner to be successful.

It is not the Board’s responsibility to make sure an applicant is successful according to Board Member Seitz.
Board Member Jolley withdrew his motion.
Board Member Seitz moved to grant a license under consent agreement, practice restrictions of acupuncture until Mr. Garner can present documentation of the last 30 hours of continuing education taken and require additional 15 continuing education hours within thirty days from the date of the order. Executive Director can approve the documentation of the past continuing education hours and the additional 15 continuing education hours. Board Member Jolley provided a second.  The motion was approved by a vote of: 6-0. 
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Board Chairman Rhodes assumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.
Applications for Auricular Certificate (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicant for certification listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by the vote of: 8-0. 

Mary R. Harden
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	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
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	Vote
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Professional Business

Health Professional Regulatory Board Training as required by Laws 2014, Chapter 163, House Bill 2087
Interim Director Whelan explained the training requirements as found in this legislation.
Executive Director Report

License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 572

Expired Licenses: 11

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 35

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for March and April 2015 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the months of January and February 2015 were sent.

· Prepared and submitted the Equal Employment Opportunity Report for 2014 and the Policy Statement for the year 2015.  These items were submitted to the Governor’s Office of Equal Opportunity.

· Attended the 90/10 Agency Executive Directors meetings on February 10, 2015 and March 17, 2015.

· Met with Ryan Peters, new director of the Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions.

· Attended the January 30, 2015 Superior Court hearing regarding Complaint #2014-23 RuQing Xie.  Assistant Attorney General Michael Raine represented the Board at the hearing.  Assistant Attorney General Montgomery Lee attended the hearing as a potential witness. 

· Arranging the April 22, 2015 board meeting at the Han University of Traditional Medicine in Tucson, Arizona.

Rules

The Board received the reminder from the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council on the scheduled submission of the five-year-review report due on or before June 30, 2015.

Future Meeting Dates


April 22, 2015 (Tucson)


May 27, 2015 (teleconference meeting)

Call to the Public

No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

· The Board will defer to Executive Director Gonzalez upon his return to determine future agenda items.
Adjournment

Board Member Bronson moved for adjournment and Board Member Buechel provided a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.  The Board adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: June 24, 2015
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