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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
April 22, 2015
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 22, 2015, at Han University of Traditional Medicine 2856 E. Ft. Lowell Rd., Tucson Arizona.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary 
Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member 
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member 
Board Members Absent:

Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member 
Vacancy—Consumer Member

Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:

Montgomery Lee, Assistant Attorney General
Call to Order
Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Announcement on board reappointments of Board Members Jeff Jolley, D.C., and Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC.

Board Member Jeff Jolley was provided the official reappointment documents from the Office of the Governor.

Recognition of Assistant Attorney Montgomery Lee
The Board presented Montgomery Lee, Assistant Attorney General, with a plaque in recognition of his retirement and service to the Board.
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
No conflicts were filed.
Han University of Traditional Medicine and the Arizona School of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine

Alex Holland, L.AC., President of Han University of Traditional Medicine and Interim President of the Arizona School of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine provided an overview of changes at both schools since last year’s board meeting in Tucson, Arizona.

· Han University of Traditional Medicine has been reaccredited to seven more years.

· The Arizona School of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine has been purchased by the owners of the Han University of Traditional Medicine.

· There are approximately 50 students enrolled between the two schools.

· The schools share teaching faculty, clinics, and administrative services.
Complaints/Investigations
John Tesi—Four Winds Healing Center in Tucson, Arizona.

Executive Director Gonzalez informed the Board this anonymous complaint was submitted on February 17, 2015.  The complaint alleges that advertisements posted on the web present Mr. John Tesi as practicing acupuncture.  Mr. Tesi is not a licensed acupuncturist in the state nor has applied for such license. 

The Board reviewed the copies of information, downloaded from the web, whereby Mr. Tesi is listed as the business owner of the Four Winds Healing Center in Tucson, Arizona.  In addition, the information states Mr. Tesi is an acupuncturist at the same street address listed for the Four Winds Healing Center. 

Board Member Jolley agreed that several online services are placing advertisements of health care professionals without the knowledge of the professional.

Mr. Tesi explained how the Four Winds Healing Center operated for many years with licensed acupuncturists providing treatments.  At the present time, the center does not provide acupuncture treatments.  Mr. Tesi stated he is not aware how all the advertisements found their way to the web.  He is making every effort to have these listings removed, but cannot guarantee that all the listings will be removed.

The Board informed Mr. Tesi of the auricular acupuncture state laws and board rules as he was unaware of these requirements.   
Assistant Attorney General Lee reviewed state laws on practicing acupuncture in order for the Board to determine if Mr. Tesi is practicing acupuncture as defined in statute.

Mr. Tesi stated he provides reflexology therapy, moxibustion therapy, tuina, heat therapies, craniosacral therapies, and Qigong.  The Board asked how Mr. Tesi attained the training to provide these services.  Mr. Tesi stated he has attended an apprenticeship program and studied oriental medicine for many years, but was not allowed to take the national examinations.

Board Member Jolley moved that Mr. Tesi provide the Board, in writing, the action taken to remove all advertisements related to his business with Board Member Jacques providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Applications for Licensure (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Buechel providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
Amanda L. Johnson

Julie M. Baron

Pamela S. Robbins

Jody Jahnke
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Application for Auricular Certificate (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for auricular certification listed below with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
Clinton R. Withrow
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Other Applications/Requests – Continuing Education

“Advanced Cupping and Gua Sha” provided by the Phoenix Institute of Herbal Medicine and Acupuncture for 3 hours on May 14, 2015 in Phoenix, Arizona.

 The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Rhodes moved for approval of the application, to include restricting the course to licensed acupuncturists, with Board Member Jacques providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	Absent


“Fundamentals of Chi Nei Tsang Part 1” provided by Aleksandra Bazinska, Ph.D. for 15 hours on April 24-26, 2015 in Tucson, Arizona.

The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Bronson moved for approval of the application with Board Member Sandoval providing a second. The motion carried by a vote of: 5-2.
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Professional Business

Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy Draft Dry Needling Rules: Survey (Information Only)
Executive Director Gonzalez reviewed the draft rules on dry needling as prepared by the Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy.  The draft rules focus on the educational requirements that must be met by licensed physical therapists for the purpose of providing dry needling treatments. The Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy is seeking public comment on these rules and will take action on the rules at their May 2015 board meeting.
Board Member Training Session on Rules

The Board is required to complete training, per Laws 2014, Chapter 163, House Bill 2087, and one component of this training involves the rulemaking process.  At this meeting, the Board started the process of preparing the Five-Year-Review report to be submitted to the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council later this year.
Executive Director Report
License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 578

Expired Licenses: 5

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 35

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for June 2015 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the month of March 2015 were sent.
· Completed and submitted the first quarter of 2015 lobbyist expenditure report to the Secretary of State’s office.
· Worked with representatives from the Han University of Traditional Medicine in preparation for the April 22, 2015 board meeting.
Rules

The Governor’s Regulatory Review Council (GRRC) has approved the request for extension of time to submit the Five-Year Review Report.

Complaint Status

· Complaint 2014-23 regarding Mr. RuQing Xie.  Assistant Attorney General Michael Raine will be returning to Superior Court for the purpose of seeking additional direction due to Mr. Xie’s continued non-compliance with the court order.
· Back in 2008, the Board dealt with a complaint involving a person practicing acupuncture without a license in the Town of Parker, Arizona.  A court injunction was issued against the individual—Clark Kim.  The office received word last week that Mr. Kim was attempting to secure a business license with the Town of Parker in order to provide acupuncture services.
A letter has been sent to Mr. Kim reminding him of the court order still in place which prohibits him from practicing acupuncture until he acquires a license from this Board.

Mr. Kim called the office and stated he does not want to take the NCCAOM examinations due to his age—70.  The office will be working with the Attorney General’s office on this matter and will provide an update at the next board meeting.

Future Meeting Dates

May 27, 2015 (Teleconference Meeting)

June 24, 2015

Call to the Public
Doug Johnson, L.AC. asked if the Board could address questions regarding termination of care in the future.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

· Rulemaking
Adjournment

Board Member Bronson moved for adjournment and Board Member Buechel provided a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:54 p.m.
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	Absent


Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: June 24, 2015
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