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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
May 27, 2015
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
(Teleconference Meeting)

Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 27, 2015, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona and via teleconference.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary (via telephone)

Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member (via telephone)

B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member (via telephone)
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member (via telephone)
Board Members Absent:
Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member

Vacancy—Consumer Member

Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:
Michael Raine, Assistant Attorney General (via telephone)
Call to Order
Due to a delay because of some technical difficulties, Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:21 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
No conflicts were filed.
Consideration of Request for Approval of Acupuncture Program


Guiyang College of Traditional Chinese Medicine (Guizhou Province, China)


Board Chairman Rhodes and Executive Director Gonzalez explained the reasons for this program review.  Acupuncture license applicant Dan Han submitted her application and provided the required documentation for Board review, but this item requires Board approval before her license application can be considered.

Ms. Dan attended the Guiyang College of Traditional Chinese Medicine and completed her studies, but the school is not accredited in the United States.  The school is accredited by the Ministry of Education of China.  The National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM) recognizes this accreditation so graduates of the College can sit for the national exams required by the majority of the states.  The State of Arizona requires that an applicant pass the NCCAOM examinations to secure licensure.  In addition, Ms. Dan has been granted an acupuncture license by the states of Illinois and California.  In both cases, the two states accepted Ms. Dan’s transcripts from the college and Ms. Dan passed the state of California acupuncture examination.

The College provided materials as required in board rules R4-8-403 and R4-8-404 and the Board determined the program meets the requirements before taking action on Ms. Dan’s application for licensure.  

Assistant Attorney General Michael Raine provided the Board with an overview of R4-8-403 and R4-8-404 to better understand the requirements for program approval.

Board Member Jacques moved for approval of the Guiyang College of Traditional Chinese Program application with Board Member Bronson providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.
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Applications for Licensure (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Montoya providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
Erin E. Hill
Zelene Quiles

Emily P. Thompson

Ellen V. Ona

Laurel A. Harkins

Dan Han

Deborah M. Stewart
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Other Applications/ Requests - Continuing Education

“Primary Spine Practitioner Training Module 1” provided by Southern California University of Health Sciences for 12 hours on June 27-28, 2015 at the Southern California University of Health Sciences in Whittier, California.

Ms. Carla Skorin, Interim Associate Dean, from the College of Sciences and Integrative Health at the Southern California University of Health Sciences joined the board meeting by telephone to answer questions.

The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Seitz moved for approval of the application with Board Member Jolley providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.
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“Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction and Relaxation” provided by Paul Sugar for 30 hours throughout the year in Scottsdale, Arizona.

The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Bronson moved for approval of the application with Board Member Seitz providing a second. The motion carried by a vote of: 6-1.
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“Taoist Treasures” provided by Zhou Xuan Yun and the Mind Body Movement Arts for 18 hours on October 30 – November 1, 2015 in Sedona, Arizona.

The Board reviewed the application and Board Seitz moved for approval of the application with Board Member Bronson providing a second. The motion carried by a vote of: 6-1.
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“Bagua Daoyin-Profound Study of Mind, Body, Union” provided by Master He Jinghan and the Mind Body Movement Arts for 18 hours on August 28 - 30, 2015 in Sedona, Arizona.

The Board reviewed the application and Board Bronson moved for approval of the application with Board Member Jolley providing a second. The motion carried by a vote of: 6-1.
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Professional Business

The Board received a report from Mr. Barry Aarons, the Aarons Company, on the action taken by the Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy on dry needling training/education requirements. 

The rules have been adopted by the Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy and will be published by the Arizona Secretary of State’s office.

Mr. Aarons reminded the Board that every physical therapist that is practicing dry needling before the new rule being adopted must now provide proof of training/education in dry needling.  There was no grandfathering of physical therapists who were performing dry needling before the new rules were adopted.
Mr. Aarons recommended the Board continue to dialogue with the Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy and observe how the board will establish a protocol on which physical therapists have abided by the new dry needling rules as adopted.  The Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy will need to confirm the requirement education has been met by physical therapists who use dry needling treatments.

The Board will need to observe, for the next six months, that physical therapists and the Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy are meeting the intent of the legislature.
The Arizona State Board of Physical Therapy will need to provide confirmation of physical therapists meeting dry needling education requirements, as required by the newly-adopted rules, for the public to know the regulatory body has taken steps to make sure their licensees are authorized to practice dry needling.
Chairman Rhodes thanked Mr. Aarons for sharing his thoughts on how to proceed in the next few months to determine if any legislation will be needed at the 2016 legislative session.
Assistant Attorney General Report

Assistant Attorney Michael Raine shared an update on the court proceedings regarding Board Complaint 2014-23.  This complaint was filed against Ruqing Xie who is presenting himself as a licensed acupuncturist.  To date, Mr. Xie has not appeared before this Board and Superior Court.  Mr. Raine stated the Court could issue an arrest warrant given Mr. Xie’s unwillingness to appear.
Mr. Raine will continue to pursue additional instructions from the Court and will provide future reports on any developments.
Future Meeting Dates

June 24, 2015

July 22, 2015 (teleconference meeting)

Call to the Public

No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

--Board Member training session on rules
--complaints
Adjournment

Board Member Bronson moved for adjournment and Board Member Jacques provided a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 7-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:31 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,

[image: image1.png]



Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: June 24, 2015
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