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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
May 28, 2014
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
(Teleconference Meeting)

Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, 2014, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona and via teleconference.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Christopher M. Clair, Consumer Member (via telephone)

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member (via telephone)
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member (via telephone)

Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member (via telephone)

Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member (via telephone)

Board Member Absent:

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary 

Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:

Montgomery Lee, Assistant Attorney General (via telephone)
Call to Order
Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
No declarations were filed.
Applications for Licensure (without self-disclosures)
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Seitz providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
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Other Applications/Requests – Continuing Education
”Mindful Based Stress Reduction and Relaxation” provided by Paul Sugar with the Scottsdale Institute for Health and Medicine for 30 hours in Scottsdale, Arizona.
The Board reviewed the application and Board Member Seitz moved for approval of the application with Board Member Bronson providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 8-0.
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Professional Business

Review of legislation: Senate Bill 1136 & Senate Bill 1154 (no action was required on this agenda item). 
Executive Director Gonzalez reviewed Senate Bill 1136, Chapter 107, Laws 2014, Second Regular Session to include the following changes to state law:

· references to a preceptorship program were removed;

· provides that all board members are eligible to receive compensation for serving on the Board;

· removes the requirement for the Board to adopt rules related to preceptorships;

· new language is added regarding the posting of a license or duplicate license;

· adds the requirement for individuals (seeking license or renewal of license) to disclose all other and past professional health care license and certificates issued to the individuals in this state, another state, district or territory of the United States;

· new language specifies which examinations provided by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine are required by state law for licensure;

· a new requirement for licensure was added that requires applicants to submit a full set of fingerprints to the Board.  This new requirement will begin July 1, 2016.

Chairman Rhodes and Executive Director Gonzalez provided the Board with an overview on the contents of Senate Bill 1154, Chapter 220, Laws 2014, Second Regular Session to include the following:
· a definition of “Dry Needling” has been added to state law; 

“Dry Needling” means a skilled intervention performed by a physical therapist that uses a thin filiform needle to penetrate the skin and stimulate underlying neural, muscular and connective tissues for the evaluation and management of neuromusculoskeletal conditions, pain and movement impairments. 

· adds another cause for disciplinary action under the physical therapy statutes;

· Lastly, requires the Arizona Board of Physical Therapy to establish rules that includes professional standards of care, training, and education qualifications for the performance of dry needling by July 1, 2015.  All physical therapists who were performing dry needling before January 1, 2014 may continue to do so until the Arizona Board of Physical Therapy adopts standards of care, training, and education qualifications.
The general effective date for Laws 2014, Second Regular Session, is July 24, 2014.   
Lobbyist/Consultant contract discussion (no action was required on this agenda item). 

Chairman Rhodes shared his thoughts on the just completed legislation session and 
indicated the Board may need to consider extending the lobbyist and consulting services provided by The Aarons Company LLC and Ulmer Consulting LLC into the next fiscal year.
Executive Director Gonzalez explained the potential need for the continued services, as provided by The Aarons Company, as they can assist and advise on policy development in connection with the implementation of SB 1154 from the recently concluded regular session. In addition, The Aarons Company can provide  assistance with policy issues related to dry needling remaining to be addressed by the Acupuncture Board of Examiners.
Future Meeting Dates

June 25, 2014

July 23, 2014

Call to the Public

No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

· Briefing by the Aarons Company on legislation.
· Laser acupuncture
Adjournment

Board Member Bronson moved for adjournment and Board Member Seitz provided a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 8-0.  The Board adjourned at 1:42 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: June 25, 2014
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